
RECOMMENDATIONS
Several high-need programs correspond to fields facing a high-risk in labour shortages— 
such as health, education, law, and social, community, and government services—indicating that 
additional funding would both support student success and address critical workforce gaps. 

Study program eligibility should be a key focus for action, as it appears to be one of the  
most restrictive criteria among Indspire donors. Current funding patterns reveal a misalignment  
between donor priorities and student financial need. Targeted and flexible funding should be 
directed toward programs most frequently selected by BBF recipients and where both donor 
funding and unmet financial need remain highest, notably Health-Related fields, Social Sciences, 
Social Work, and Education.

Geographic criteria are more frequently 
restrictive, with over one third of donors 

targeting specific provinces. While this focus 
aligns well with the provinces of origin  

of most BBF recipients, it highlights  
a potential area for action.

Program of study is the most specific eligibility 
criterion used by donors. However, donor priorities 

do not always match student choices. Some areas, 
such as Business and Law & Justice, are aligned 

between donors and students, but others are not: 
Students more often choose Health-Related fields 

and Social Work, while donors more frequently 
support Engineering and Technology, which are  

less commonly chosen by recipients.
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22% of recipients pursue 
diplomas, while only 2% of donors 

explicitly fund them.
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34% Increase in Recipients 
vs. 

66% Increase for Donors  
(Over Four Years)

 

This report compares Building Brighter Future (BBF) recipient profiles with donor contribution patterns  
to assess how effectively funding aligns with student needs, revealing that while student demographics  
generally match donor priorities, a notable mismatch remains between recipients’ preferred programs  
of study and donor funding priorities.
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