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This report provides insight into how Indigenous students are financing post-secondary education costs by comparing 
educational financing information obtained from Indigenous students to a sample from non-Indigenous students.
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*Indspire National Education Survey (NES; 2020, past 6-year BBF recipients) +  
Building Brighter Futures (BBF) administrative data (2015/16–2017/18; 2018/19)

*Large difference in the ‘other’ 
category likely due to BBF students 
using sources specific to Indigenous 
students, e.g. band funding

*While each had results across 
both groupings, the one with 

the highest proportion 
reported is reflected.

Suggesting large amount of 
BBF students must rely on 
sources other than family 
to pay for their education.

These students are at a 
disadvantage in completing 
post-secondary education. It is 
critical they receive the 
financial, administrative, social, 
and cultural supports needed.
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Average outstanding loan is 
lower for BBF students. 

Similar proportion had an 
outstanding loan. Indicative of the time and energy 

BBF students spend on ensuring 
their education is funded, which 
could distract from studies.
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