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Wachay. This edition of Inspiring Change highlights students What inspires me most about these students is their vision for
who are choosing some of the most challenging and impactful  change. They are not interested in maintaining the status quo.
paths of service: law and child welfare - two fields in which | They are committed to advancing Indigenous laws, upholding
have also personally worked. These are fields where Indigenous rights, upholding the rights of Indigenous children,
Indigenous voices are not only needed, but essential — fields  advocating for culturally grounded child welfare practices,
that shape how our communities will assert their right to care  and ensuring that future generations grow up connected to
for their own, how children are protected, how families are their families, communities, and identities. Their success is
supported, and advance justice drawn from Indigenous legal not individual — it is collective.

orders while navigating the Canadian justice system.
gating ) y As | begin my role as President and CEO of Indspire, | am

The students you will meet in these pages are motivated by deeply honoured to walk alongside students like these, and
lived experience, community responsibility, and a deep sense  alongside supporters like you, who believe in their potential.
of purpose. Many have seen firsthand how colonial systems Your commitment helps turn aspiration into action, and
have failed Indigenous children and families. Rather than education into impact — thank you.

turning away from those realities, they are stepping directly
into them — determined to change outcomes from within
systems that have too often caused harm.

Together, we are investing in
leaders who will protect children,
strengthen families, and reshape

For Indigenous students, pursuing education in law or child access to justice for generations to
welfare is rarely a straightforward journey. Financial barriers,  come. Thank you for being part of
geographic isolation, family responsibilities, and systemic their journey.

inequities all create obstacles that can derail even the most
determined learners. This is where Indspire’s role becomes
transformational. Financial support is not simply about Nl

covering tuition or books — it is about stability, dignity, and

the freedom to focus on learning without the constant weight  jocelyn W. Formsma, HBSocSci, JD

of uncertainty. President and CEO

Meegwetch,
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| will be Equipped to
Navigate Injustices

Sabrina Miller
Six Nations of the Grand River, ON
Honours Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Human Rights &

Indigenous Treaty Law, Wilfrid Laurier University

rights law partnership program with Laurier
University in Ontario and the University of Sussex in
the UK.”

Sabrina is pleased to say that “I'm now in a human

“Pursuing a law degree offers the opportunity
to create lasting change for future generations
of Onkwehon:we people, particularly within
Mohawk territories across Six Nations of the
Grand River, Quebec, and New York.”

“My goals include securing reparations and rightful
access to Indigenous trusts, supporting the revitalization
and formal recognition of our language, and seeking
justice for children forcibly removed through institutions
like the Mohawk Institute (the Mush Hole) and Brant
Children’s Aid Society. I'm also committed to advocating
for land and water to be recognized as legal persons,
with guardians appointed from future generations to
protect and steward these sacred resources.”

Why choose law? Sabrina says that “experiencing
violence in the workplace exposed systemic flaws in
social services and taught me that lasting change
requires legislative reform.”

She continues, “a law degree will empower me to
advocate for language rights, secure funding, and
promote bilingual education for Onkwehon:we people
across Turtle Island. This will impact and preserve
cultural identity, foster community cohesion, and
support intergenerational knowledge transfer.”

“l also have an interest in family court restorative justice
services. Residential schools were instruments of cultural
genocide, forcibly removing children from their families

to assimilate them into Eurocentric society. Legal
strategies include seeking reparations and
acknowledgment from state and church institutions
responsible, advocating for survivors' rights, and
supporting healing initiatives.”

In addition, “with this law degree, | will be equipped to
leverage international and domestic legal frameworks
for landback initiatives. This involves legal research,
litigation, and advocacy aimed at restoring ancestral
lands and securing access to trusts for future
generations. Financial autonomy is vital for supporting
education, healthcare, and cultural revitalization efforts
that not only benefit present and future generations —
but protect the legacies of our ancestors bringing forth
justice.”

How did Indspire first make an impact on Sabrina’s life?
“Indspire first helped me when | was a student in the
Social Service Worker program at Mohawk College. The
support meant food! We were short on everything and
that included groceries. The fact that the award was
something that | could count on made all the difference.
It was solid.”

Sabrina tells us more about the big shifts possible in the
future. “On the ground, you might not see the impact
right away. The changes can be subtle, but they add up!
This is the work that | want to do. To better support this
change, and to help the fight in the courts.”

“Indspire and donor support of my education has helped
me find out where [ fit in society — thank you. | now have
a better idea of where my place is —and I've been able to
start the journey of strengthening my Mohawk roots, get
my Mohawk name, and names for my children.” ¢




Indigenous Scholarships are a
Powerful Opportunity For
Equity and Reconciliation

Joshua Houghton
Squamish First Nation, BC

Master of Arts (MA) in Child and Family Services

University of Victoria

a single income, living off reserve, it has been a true

blessing that Indspire is part of my journey to
complete an undergraduate degree and now a master’s
degree.”

J oshua Houghton tells us that, “as a single parent on

“I can have a moment of solace knowing that |
can keep my mind set on learning and not
worry about how | will put food on the table or
put my son in after school care.”

Receiving support from Indspire and donors like you, is
now helping Joshua complete graduate work at the
University of Victoria in Child, Youth, Family and
Community Studies.

He says that while “ongoing colonial disruptions in
education have created the systemic issues of poverty,
minimization of other ways of knowing and doing, and
the inequity of getting professional jobs, there are
positive solutions:

“By funding Indigenous students, it’s not about special
treatment, but balancing the equity in post-secondary
entrance for Indigenous students — and equal access to
opportunities post-graduation.” For example,
“Indigenous organizations like Indspire create a
community of supports, mentors, and contacts that
help propel Indigenous students to maintain their
footing in academic settings — and provides
representation, visibility and a voice at the table.”

His academic area of focus is on the Indigenous child
welfare system in Canada. For Joshua this work is
urgent because “I see that there really hasn’t been a
shift in the direction of child protection. We need to
rethink how we implement child welfare within
Indigenous communities. For example, this work has to
start with communities taking over their own child

welfare agencies through ‘Own Jurisdiction’. This means
creating frameworks that are grounded in their specific
cultures and protocols that aid in cultural safety and
human dignity of the child and family, and provide
supports for healing counselling to parents and families
that removes judgement and takes intergenerational
trauma into account.”

Joshua notes that “it is a complex issue that takes time
and commitment from the community itself. He
continues, “my community of the Squamish Nation has
started the implementation of our own jurisdiction and
framework for our child welfare and family service
delegated agency.”

Joshua says that, “I am the first person in my family to
attend and graduate with my bachelor’s degree and
just finished my master's program in November 2025.
Indigenous scholarships are a powerful opportunity
for funders to instil equity and reconciliation by
directly addressing ongoing educational gaps created
by systemic and historic injustices.”

“Scholarships that invest in Indigenous students return
their academic knowledge and practical skills to their
families and communities and create long-term impact
beyond their individual self. By supporting
Indigenous-led futures, donors are helping to build
more inclusive, culturally grounded leadership that
benefits our society.”

He concludes, “with your gift to Indspire we can
continue to fight, be resilient, show up. We can
strengthen the voices and faces of our communities,
our ancestors and the future generations of Indigenous
students looking to better our society.” ¢
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Help is Equal to Hope

Ruby Fiddler-Villebrune
Waterhen Lake, SK

Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) — graduated 2022
First Nations University of Canada

that the telling of their difficult life story can be a

heartfelt act of spiritual generosity to others on the
path. Grandmother Ruby Fiddler-Villebrune is this kind of
quiet hero.

Few people have the strong values, and grace to see

Ruby reveals that she has endured many deep losses as
well as the residential school system “it has all been very
hard, but | will not give up.” And even more than this
forged resilience, her core values include the teaching and
encouragement of others — and being an inspirational
example of hope and kindness to all in her care.

She tells us that “many Indigenous people have a hard
time asking for help — | know that was my story. | grew
up in the system and | saw a lot of hardships. And |
knew that while | needed to help others, | also needed
help myself to afford to get my Bachelor of Social Work
degree. Receiving funding from Indspire changed me.”

“For hundreds of years we were never like the way we
are now. Is anything getting better? A little, but
sometimes | think that it’s not a whole lot of progress
from what | can see. I've also seen this in the justice
and mental health fields where I've also worked. The
same things are happening there. However, I've learned
many things — including that to be part of the healing
process of communities, we have to balance both an
Indigenous and a Western way of looking at the world
to be successful. | was taught by a very wise, brave,
patient professor — the late Gilbert Kewistep to be the
change for the world.”

Ruby says that holding these opposites “is how change
happens. Especially in urban areas, policies don’t work
for Indigenous people very often. And that is where the
struggle is. To fully understand where people are

coming from you must know the culture and practices.
And then you must understand the legal and
governmental system that we are operating within.”

This is where donors to Indspire come into the
picture.

Ruby continues, “many families do not have the funds
to help their youth with education. This is a fact for
non-Indigenous families, as well. But the issue is very
different for Indigenous kids — the situation is much
more fragile. Encouragement to not give up is so much
more valuable for our youth. For people that can help,
even a little bit truly lifts up our young people and gives
them hope.”

Ruby says, “help is equal to hope. The pain, the
hurt, the losses — | tell people not to give in to
them, and don’t give up. You need hope to
continue. | bring what I've learned from my life
to my clients. | tell them that you have to go
through bad stuff to truly learn about life. Life
is joy and tragedy and it is okay to cry. You can-
not live without both.”

“I would also like to be a strong, resilient role model for
other Indigenous women my age. I've come to
understand that it is never too late to follow your
dreams and goals in life. | truly feel anything is possible
in life when you put your mind to it!”

Ruby concludes by saying “I give so much gratitude and
feel so lucky that Indspire helped me at a very low time
in life. It gave me so much hope, helped me to keep
believing in myself, and it showed me that it’s always
okay to ask for help.”

Ruby is currently working with Kanaweyimik Child &
Family Services as A Family Finder Recruiter. ©
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Indspire is a Great Example of

Indigenous Resilience

Keely Voudrach
Inuvialuit Settlement Region, NT

Bachelor of Social Work (BSW)
Yukon University

@ { My Indspire support goes far beyond the need for
money — it has also allowed me to get my name
out to the community, as a student social worker.”

Keely Voudrach says that previously, “l was living on

my own in a small northern community. When |

received my first scholarship, | was very excited. | had
always wanted to continue in school and | finally felt
supported to start this journey.”

)

“I’m in a Bachelor of Social Work program — before
this | was in community service work in primary health
care. As a young worker | experienced the challenging
front line of primary care and crisis intervention. |
knew then that | had to do this work — | knew that |
could make a difference.”

“At the time, | saw that most social workers were not
Indigenous. This was a huge opportunity for me to
contribute. It is essential in northern communities to
have core competencies in trauma informed care
experience and training to fully understand and care
for the Indigenous community. Our lived experience,
plus awareness, and a strong vision — all work
together to build trust. | am a local. | can connect and
understand. People trust me and feel comfortable
because | am part of the community.”

Keely says that “it’s also my job to fill this role with
children. There is a very high demand for children’s
support services due to intergenerational family
trauma. My vision is to keep our families together by
providing the care they deserve, and to help them
heal. Once | graduate, | plan to return to my home
community of Inuvik, and work for my people. | want
to give back to my community by entering a child

protection worker position and help make a difference
for our children."

“Many Indigenous people struggle with social issues
that pertain to a complicated life, and | would like to
help them grow and show them that their people will
support them into adulthood.”

Keely also notes that, “most people down south don’t
realize that there are very few foster homes this far
north. Indigenous youth in the north are dealing with
issues of geography, population, social issues, barriers
to education — that is why Indspire is so important to
help break cycles and make changes to benefit
younger generations.”

“Without Indspire to help with education, so
many young people are very limited. For me,
the extra support made me realize that my
dream was possible, and that there was a
stepping stone to a good future. That’s how
Indigenous education uplifts people.”

“| believe that Indspire is also a great example of
Indigenous resilience. They extend a helping hand and
help young people come out of their communities.
Bursary support also allows youth to collaborate and
connect with other Indigenous people, and other
potential funders.”

“This experience has changed me into someone |
did not know | could be. | truly did not know that |
could have this much success. The scholarship
and donors like you helped me get here — thank
you!” e




Building a Future Grounded
in Education

Julia Hodgson
Meétis Nation - Saskatchewan

Bachelor of Arts — Law and Society
University of New Brunswick

journey and a commitment to community. A Métis

student originally from Saskatchewan, Julia chose to
pursue her undergraduate degree at the University of
New Brunswick—following in her mother’s footsteps—to
strengthen family connections in Atlantic Canada and
expand her academic and personal horizons.

For Julia Hodgson, education is both a personal

“My family is divided between Saskatchewan and
Atlantic Canada,” Julia explains. “I elected to move
to New Brunswick for post-secondary to be closer
and better connected to a side of my family with
whom | have spent a limited amount of time.”

Growing up in a small town instilled in Julia a deep
appreciation for community support. “I feel intrinsically
tied to my community,” she says, noting how early
encouragement and opportunities shaped her
educational path. That gratitude continues to guide her
today, as she volunteers whenever possible and remains
involved in community initiatives—both at home and in
New Brunswick.

Julia is completing a Bachelor of Arts in Law and Society,
with a second major in Political Science, as a stepping
stone toward her ultimate goal of attending law school.

“I decided to pursue post-secondary education as a
stepping stone to my eventual goal of entering and
practicing in the field of law,” she says. Through her
studies, she has broadened her understanding of law,
politics, and history while developing essential skills such
as critical thinking, writing, and reading comprehension.
“My majors... will serve as a solid foundation before
beginning my JD degree,” she adds.

Like many students, Julia faced challenges during the
COVID-19 pandemic, which forced her to adapt to an

unfamiliar and independent learning environment. Rather
than setting her back, the experience strengthened her
self-discipline and resilience. In high school, she also
completed AP English entirely online - becoming the only
student in her graduating year to do so. “Although
challenging, this helped me develop skills that are pivotal
for exams in university and other course assignments,”
she says. Those skills are now proving invaluable as she
prepares to write the LSAT in the winter of 2026.

Support from Indspire has made a meaningful difference
in Julia’s educational journey. By easing financial
pressures, Indspire’s support has allowed her to focus on
her studies, plan confidently for law school, and remain
engaged in volunteer work. This stability has helped Julia
move forward with purpose, rather than having to choose
between financial necessity and academic success.

After completing law school, Julia hopes to practice in
areas such as Indigenous law, family law, and estate
planning. “I hope that with all my schooling, | will be
properly equipped to aid in issues such as reconciliation
efforts, family violence, and other matters,” she says. She
also hopes to travel and learn from other cultures to gain
broader perspective—an outlook she believes will make
her a stronger advocate and community member.

Despite the demands of post-secondary education, Julia
continues to give back by volunteering at community
clean-ups, markets, and local events that support small
businesses. “l am limited in my ability to donate monetary
funds,” she explains, “so | try my best to donate my time
instead.”

With determination, a strong sense of purpose, and
support from organizations like Indspire, Julia Hodgson is
building a future grounded in education, service, and
meaningful change—one that will benefit both her and
the communities she is committed to serving. ©
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Mitchell Klippenstein
Manitoba Métis Federation

Juris Doctor, Law and Justice
University of Manitoba

niversity of Manitoba law student Mitchell
U Klippenstein says that “Indspire’s help toward

my undergraduate degree in criminal justice
and now for law school takes so much weight off my
shoulders. Backing for school helps me to concentrate

better on my studies, and to build success toward my
legal career.”

He continues, “with Indspire | can follow my
long-standing interest in Canadian criminal law.
| am able to do hands-on work to benefit the
Indigenous populations in Winnipeg's inner-city.
I've had a deep interest in the justice system
from a young age, and | believe that pursuing
law will provide me with the chance to make
positive change for all marginalized
communities in Winnipeg.”

“I am part of a growing Métis presence in Canadian
Law. Your support has also helped me to have relevant
summer student work and shadow internships to see
first-hand how everything works in the system. | never
thought law was an option for me — from both a
financial and academic perspective. At one time, the
undertaking of any degree felt daunting. But now, I'm
confident that this work will pay many dividends in the
future.”

Why did the law attract him? Mitchell says, “for me, the
relationship between Indigenous people and criminal
law starts with consideration of the overrepresentation
of Indigenous people within the system. | want to help
identify better ways of finding a remedy such as
alternative methods of sentencing, diversion practices,
and studying the effects of colonialism on individuals as
well as on the larger system.

You are Part of the Progress

Mitchell says that, with his education goal, “being able
to directly impact these types of discussions could be
accomplished by advocating within a public sphere, as
well as by providing significant influence in decisions
concerning these topics. | believe there is enormous
positive potential in the relationship between formal
criminal justice practices and new types of reform — if
we are open to making adjustments.”

He continues, “this work starts on a case-by-case basis.
Especially with Indigenous people there are a multitude
of personal and historical factors at play. We need to
become more alive and open to better remedies. |
believe this work is trending in the right direction, and
that many caring people are working to find new ways
to move ahead.”

“It simply takes time. It is not possible to speed-up
reconciliation. The healing process takes time and |
want to be part of this work.”

“I think it’s very positive that so many members of the
public have an increasing interest in this work. | know
it’s not always clear to the public how things work in
the system, so | think it’s a positive step that so many
people stay up to date and try to participate in the
conversation.”

“I’m thankful for all the donors to Indspire. | would
say to them, it’s important to realize that you are part
of the progress! You are a tangible part of empowering
Indigenous people. Supporting Indspire is a way to be

part of a better future for everyone.” ¢




A Legacy That Shapes Futures: How One Gift Can Impact Generations

If we trace our lives backward, we can point to the moments and people that shaped who we became—teachers
who opened doors, unexpected opportunities, or the challenges that forced us to grow. Our choices never happen
in isolation; they ripple outward into families, communities, and future generations. A legacy gift is a powerful
acknowledgment of that truth. It allows the life we build—through effort, values, and experience—to spark

possibility for others long after we are gone.

For Indspire’s legacy donors, that ripple begins with a simple but profound belief: investing in Indigenous students
strengthens Canada’s shared future. It transforms personal accomplishment into collective opportunity and
supports First Nations, Inuit, and Métis students and educators in pursuing their dreams, leading in their
communities, and shaping a more equitable country.

A Ripple Begins: Rudy’s Story

For longtime Indspire supporter Rudy Wiens, the decision
to become a legacy donor evolved naturally over time.
“I've been donating for about 10 years,” he said,
remembering an early Indspire event that moved him
deeply. When he and his late wife considered what to do
with the mutual funds they had set aside, he realized
those resources could change lives.

“I asked myself, “‘What would I like to do to make the
world a better place?” ” he recalled. His answer: support
Indigenous education.

Rudy’s belief in education was shaped by a lifetime spent
teaching, both in Canada and abroad. Working in
countries like Malawi, Botswana, and Eritrea showed him
how transformative education can be—and how urgently
it is needed at home. “When | hear about suicide
statistics, it tells me there’s a real need. Education can
train people who can be resources.”

Indspire sees this every day. Eighty-nine percent of
Indspire-supported students return to serve their
communities in education, governance, health, and
leadership—a powerful demonstration of how one
opportunity can strengthen many.

Education as Reconciliation

For Rudy, leaving a legacy gift is also an act of
reconciliation. As immigrants to Canada, he and his wife
wanted to give back to the country that gave them so
much. “l know ‘Canada’ has many meanings to your
people,” he said, “but to me it’s positive. It treated me

well, and I'd like it to mean
that to your people too.”

Through scholarships,
bursaries, educator
programs, and support
services, Indspire opens
doors for thousands of
Indigenous learners each
year. Behind every statistic is
a life in motion, a future
leader, and a community
strengthened.

Legacy giving isn’t reserved for the wealthy—it’s
for anyone who believes their resources can
nurture future generations. Gifts in wills,
securities, life insurance, or retirement funds all
have the power to fuel Indigenous success and
healing.

Creating Your Own Ripple

I know you believe in a future where Indigenous
students thrive and lead. Please consider making a
legacy gift to Indspire. Your generosity can shape
generations to help build a stronger, more equitable
Canada.

For more information contact:
Fiona Ghosh Bedlington at 1-855-463-7747
Ext.3006 or fbedlington@indspire.ca
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